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Law Enforcement 
The Commission's eighteen regularly employed 

game protector!" ably aided by the local game protec­
tors and other conscientious sportsmen capably di~­

charged t heir many duties and responsibilitie~ a~ ­

signed to them during the year . In comparing the num­
ber of a rrests made during 1943 with the record of t he 
previous year, \ye observe that fewer arrests were made 
in the former year. That fact is not be taken as an 
indication that the game protectors \yere less efficient 
or less attentive to duty than the protectors of the 
previous year. On the contrary it indicates that at­
tention to duty and the frequent patrolling of "tt'eams 
and roadways has resulted in few la\\" violations. The 
court contributed in no small measure to the attain­
ment of that happy situation. Many courts in an 
apparent attempt to reduce law \·iolations asses"ed 
heavy fines against numerous individuals who \\"ere 
brought before the bar and charged \\"ith violating 
some phase of the fi sh and game code. Such continued 
action on the part of the courts \\"ill hasten that longed­
for day ,,·hen there will be no la\\" violation". The 
a \"Crage citizen con"cientiously obeys the laws. It is 
the persistent and willful violator \\"ho ignores them 
who needs to be taught the error of his ways. Heavy 
fines \vill teach him that lesson. 

Motorboats 
During the year under reVle \\" the Commission re­

scinded a previous regulation that prohibited the usc 
of motorboats on state lakes. This action was taken 
by the Comm ission on a petition of motorboat owners 
who were possessed of motors but had no place to 
make usc of them. 

The regulation was passed with some misgivingf' a~ 
it \ya" feared that the use of motorboats on state lake~. 
although restricted to fi shing activities, ,,·ould inter­
fere \yith angler" \yho were, because of circum"ta nce!", 
forced to fish from the bank or ro\\" boat". We have 
had no complaints in th is regard from those \\"ithout 
motors. On the contrary , many ha\·e reported that 
bank fishing has been greatly improved at "tate lake" 
since th ey were opened to motorboat". 

Starlings ,,·ere introduced in the U. S. about 1890. 

Cheyenne Bottoms 
We are happy to report that !3e\·eral additional 

tracts of land \yerc acquired in Barton County during 
the year aE' part of the Comm if':3ion's plan to develop 
that section of Barton County commonly known as 
Cheyenne Bottoms as H migratory \~·aterfO\d nesting 
and hunting area . During the year Rubject to revie\\" 
3,246 acres of land ,,·ere purchased from severa l own ­
ers at a cost of $63,000. 6,800 acre~ of land had pai'sed 
int.o the hand" of the Commiss ion in 1942 at a cost of 
S54,OOO. Negotiation!3 that ,,·ill enable the Fi~h Hnd 
Game Commisf'ion to acquire \yith in the near future 
8,714 needed acres required to complete the land ac­
quisition;:: proj ect are well under way. The next !" tep 
in the development of the project will be the building 
of an 11,OOO-acre lake within the land holding~. The 
construction \\"ork \\·ill be started ~oon after t he war 
or e\"en before if circum~tance~ should permit. 

Local Game Protectors 
Because the 1943 session of the legi f' lature l"onsid­

ered it nece""ary to revise that part of the la\\" regu­
lating the appointment of County Game Protector:" 
the Commission was required to caneel a ll commis­
sions issued in accordance with th e provisions of the 
old law. 

Prior to the enactment of the 1943 la\y County 
Game Protectors \\"ere se lected by local sportf'men. 
The new law provides that "uch appointments are to 
be made solely by the Fish and Game Commis"ion. 
It is confidently expected that through a more careful 
~e l ection of appointees a more effective force of 
County Game Protectors can be formed . The re-or­
!!:anization of the local game protector force if' pro­
('ceding Hi' rapidly af' circumstances permit. 

Quail Season 
For the first time in ~e\"Cra l years the entire state 

\yas open to quail hunting during 1943· for the regular 
eleyen -day 8ea"on beginning November 20 and ending 
November 30. Later action by the Commission re­
opened for an additional three days all that part of 
Kansas ly ing east of U. S. Highway 81. Judging from 
leports the 1943 quai l season \\"as favorable to hunters. 
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Improving Wildlife Conditions 
Every living thing, if it is to thrive, must have food 

on which to live and a home where it is reasonably 
safe from attack by its enemies. Wildlife is no ex­
ception. Farm game, to maintain itself and produce 
a "shootable surplus," must have an abundant food 
supply together with sufficient cover to enable it to 
protect itself from severe weather and from its natural 
enemies. In addition, this food and cover must be 
present the year 'round since game must eat and have 
shelter every day if it is to sun·ive. Regardless of 
how much food and cover are present on an area 
throughout most of the year, the game population is 
limited to the number of individuals which the food 
and cover will support during the period when food 
and cover are at their lowest point. 

Hence it follows that unless there is sufficient cover 
and food present to supply an artificially increased 
game population, it is useless to restock any area un­
til steps have been taken to provide adequate year­
round living conditions. 

Since the majority of farmers are "really dirt farm­
ers" and are in the farming business to make a living, 
it is obvious that the average farmer cannot afford to 
manage his farm primarily to produce wildlife. With 
a reasonable amount of planning and foresight , how­
ever, a good surplus of farm game may be produced 
without interfering "'ith the regular farm program. 
Generally speaking, good wildlife management prac­
tices are good farm management practices, and farm 
management practices which are beneficial to wild­
life may usually be justified solely from the point of 
view of soil conservation and land management and 
improvement. 

The most important farm game species are the 
pheasant, the cottontail rabbit, and the squirrel. Bas­
ically improving the environment for all of these 
species involves the same practices; namely, manipu­
lating the vegetative cover so as to provide a supply 
for food and cover for use by wildlife at all seasons of 
the year. As a guide to improving the habitat for the 
farm game species, a few suggestions and recommen­
dations are given below. In practically all cases, the 
recommended practices are of direct benefit to the 
farm and the vvildlife value of such practices is often 
secondary. 

One of the simplest and least expensive ways of pro­
viding cover for farm game is to refrain from un­
necessary trimming of fence rows, ditch banks, and 
stream banks. By allowing such areas to grow into 
neat hedge ro\ys of native shrubs, \\'ildlife cover is pro­
duced at no expense. In addition, when "tream and 
ditch banks are covered with some form of shrub 
cover, little or no erosion or loss of soil takes place 
from the banks. To prevent such areas from en­
croaching on neighboring fields and getting out of con-

trol, opposite sides of the fence rows, stream banks, 
or ditch banks may be trimmed in alternate years. 
By cutting the vegetation from one side of t he bank 
one year and opposite side the next year, excessive 
undesirable growth may be controlled, and the pro­
tective cover for wildlife will remain at all seasons of 
the year. 

In cases where shrub cover is desired quicker than 
will naturally come, common privet may be planted 
with success. Other plants which provide excellent 
cover as well as food are \yild grape and honey suckle. 
A large number of small areas of good cover well dis­
tributed over the farm are of great value to wildlife. 

In fields surrounded by woods a narrow border 10 
to 15 feet wide may be planted to a perennial plant 
which will furni sh food and cover for farm game at all 
seasons of the year. In addition to furnishing food 
and cover for wildlife such strips serve an even more 
important function in preventing woodland encroach­
ment into the fields, providing a turn row for \york ani­
mals and equipment. The United States Soil Conser­
vation Service recommends that these strips be seeded 
to lespedeza, patridge pea, or any of the annuals which 
reseed themselves. D etailed instructions on establish­
ing field borders are given in U. S. D. A. Leaflet Num­
ber 188, entitled "Protecting Field Borders." A copy 
of this publication may be obtained from the Soil Con­
servation Service. 

On most farms there are occasional galled areas 
which are entirely unproductive and on which some 
erosion is taking place. The establishment of vegeta­
tion on such areas will not only control erosion, but 
may be made to supply food and cover for game. 
These areas may be seeded to sericea lespedeza about 
April 1 at the rate of 15-20 pounds per acre or to any 
of the annual lespedezas (Korean or Common) at the 
rate of 25 pounds per acre. The land should be pre­
pared by harrowing and should be mulched with pine 
bran ches after seeding with the butts of the branches 
laid in the direction of the runoff. Where serious ero­
sion is taking place in the form of gullies, the area 
shol~ld be planted to black locust, honeysuckle, or a 
fast-growing shrub and fenced to protect it from graz­
ing. 

Fencing at leaet part of the farm woodlot against 
grazing will protect the young trees a nd shrubs thereby 
permitting this forest reproduction to grow and replace 
the mature trees as they are harvested , and to furnish 
cover for the farm game and other wildlife. Fencing 
rock outcrops, cliffs, and other areas too steep or rough 
for practical cultivation or grazing provides cover for 
farm game where cover is sorely needed. Piling brush 
trimmed from ditch banks, fruit trees, and other places 
in these rough areas will provide excellent escape cover 
for the cottontail rabbit and other game animals. 

To increase the available food for farm game at a 
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mInImUm of trouble and expense narrow strips of 
small grain, lespedeza, soybeans, cowpeas, and other 
crops which make good wildlife food may be left 
around the borders of the fields when the crop is har­
vested. These standing strips will furnish food 
throughout most of the winter months and will be at 
least partially available when the ground is covered 
with snow. 

To provide food for squirrels during the late fall and 
winter leave hvo to four rows of corn standing next 
to the woods when the corn is harvested. The squir­
rels will be quick to take advantage of this additional 
food. In cutting logs for firewood or for saw logs leave 
hollow trees standing to furnish dens for the squirrel 
and other important fur and game animals found in 
the farm woodlot. Trees bearing fruits or nuts such as 
pcrsimmon, hickory, beech, chinquapin, and dogwood, 
all of which arc used by farm woodlot game, should 
receive some consideration when improvement cuttings 
are being made in the farm woodlot. 

When the agricultural practices on the farm do not 
coincide with the best interests of wildlife, small 
patches of food plants may be planted in odd corners 
and waste areas to make up for this deficiency. Thcse 
patches should not bc more than 150 feet from good 
natural cover, such as a woodlot or a hedgerow. 
"Travel lanes" provided with good cover are essential 
in order that the wildlife may reach the food without 
exposing itself unnecessarily. The patches should be 
planted in long narrow strips rather than solid blocks. 
Several long strips, 10 to 25 feet wide and located at 
intervals over an area, are preferable to a few solid 
blocks of food plants. 

Stray cats are among the worst enemies of farm 
game. Thereforc, if wildlife is considered a farm as­
set, only enough cats should be kept on the farm to 
control the rats and mice around the barns and out­
buildings. All cats are hunters by instinct, and little 
is gained by improving food and cover conditions if 
cats are permitted to roam the fields and destroy quail, 
young rabbits, and other small game animals. Hunt­
ing dogs should be confined during the breeding and 
nesting seasons, and the prowling of stray dogs should 
be discouraged at all seasons of the year.-J. E. 
TI-IORWl'ON, Virginia Wildlife. 

Prairie Chicken Season 
The two-day prairie chicken season declared by the 

Commission this year in eight eastern Kansas counties 
was a bitter disappointment not only to sportsmen 
but also to the Fish and Game Commission. Reports 
from the eight counties prior to the actual opening of 
the season were encouraging. ·When the season 
opened, however, few birds were seen and very few 
were taken by the hunters. 

Ellis Man Has Idea to Get War 
Over by Shooting Rabbits 

If Uncle Sam will pass some ammunition to the 
home guard , a manifold purpose of war benefit will be 
achieved, said Ray Kippes, rabbit processor of the 
Ellis Rendering Works, who proceeded to make clear 
his meaning vvith an exclusive interview for the News. 

"Look," Kippes exclaimed. "We got millions of 
rabbits, am I right?" 

There would have been no argument if Ray had said 
trillions. Rabbits, most everyone knows, multiply 
faster than the national debt. The debt already is in 
the billions, so what? 

"These rabbits is big eaters and they eat right off 
the farmers," Kippes explained, hitching his chair for­
ward and emphasizing his words with a forefinger. 
"A lot of farmers have told me the rabbits already 
have hurt the wheat. But it isn't only wheaL Those 
rabbits eat about everything the farmers grow. They 
almost eat him out of house and home, as the fellow 
says. Kansas rabbits are taking the wheat right out 
of the mouths of starving people, you might say. Now, 
that isn't half of it, either." 

Kippes readjusted his spectacles and got right down 
to business. 

"If you print a piece in your paper it may attract 
attention. If we can get gun shells we can save the 
crops by shooting the rabbits. Rabbit meat is a deli ­
cacy back there in New York City where they don't 
know what steaks look like. We ship rabbit meat to 
the East, lots of it. See what I mean? Then we ship 
the hides, too. They use them for chemical purposes 
while the rabbit hair goes into felt hats and trimmings 
for women's clothes. The waste of the rabbit though 
is the best part of all, believe me. We make' fats out 
of the rabbit waste. Shooting millions of rabbits 
would increase waste fats by millions of pounds. 
There's from a fourth to a half pound of fat in every 
rabbit, did you know that? No? Well, I didn't think 
you did. You don't understand what big business 
rabbits is! Maybe the shortage could be overcome by 
rabbits alone if we had something to kill them with." 

"Ray, have you overlooked anything?" 
"By golleys, yes," he said as he nearly jumped out 

of his chair. 
"We save all the rabbit livers for fish bait. We 

ship the fish bait to fifteen states. Kansas rabbit 
livers catch millions of pounds of fish. Fish keep more 
people from starving." 

There it is as Kippes outlined it-kill rabbits to save 
crops, to save fats, to make hats, to Gatch fish, to eat 
meat. It's a circular argument arid you can start from 
any point and prove almost anything-if you have 
the ammunition. War Production Board OPA BEC 
and other agencies of Washington, kindly' take ~otice. 
-Hays News. 



Page Four KANSAS FISH AND GAME 

What is the Effective Range 
of Your Gun? 

Fluoro~copic analysis of :;:hot \yound", in 329 ducks 
bagged by hunten' di srl osed t hat t here \yas an average 
of 4.4 shot pellets retained in the body of each duck 
bagged by a hunter. Thi s fi gure, of course, includes 
al so the number of pellets that may have accumulated 
after t he birds had been dropped as cripples and \yere 
~h ot again in order to retri e\'e them. 'Ving fractures 
caused by shot pell et;:: ~triking the lying bones were 
present in 25 percent of the bagged ducks. 

Shot pellets were rompletely absent in 10 percent of 
the ducks examined . This doesn't mean that the ducks 
were scared to death , but ra ther that they were fa­
ta lly wounded by shot passing cleanly through their 
bodies. Head 'wounds were most rommon in this 
group. 

Of the 329 ducks examined , 57 contained only one 
shot pellet , 45 contained two pellets , 40 contained 
three pellets, and 38 ronbined four pellet::: . The num­
ber of ducks ea rrying more than four shots declined 
rapidly. Thi ::: data is graphic proof to all hunters t hat 
most ducks bagged by the ave rage hunter are kill ed 
by a rela tively :::mall number of shot pellet s. 

Examination of Ji\"e-t rapped ducks produced striking 
evidence that many hunters by attempting impossible 
out-of-range shot::: a re not on ly wasting ammunition 
bu t arc a lso (Tippling and \younding hea lthy birds. 

During spring banding activities approximatel~' 

1,000 ducks ,yere live-t rapped and examined by use of 
the f1uoroseope. It \\"as found that 25 percent of them 
\y ere carrying evidence of gun shot wounds-hyenty ­
five percent! Analysis of th e data obtained from thi" 
group of normal flying birds live-trapped after the 
hunting season had ended showed that 81 percent of 
the"e ducks thFLt had sur"i ved their wounds carried one 
or two shot pellets in th eir bodies a" mute evidence of 

-'-'\ \ 

--..:::;:::-­\ \ ,~" '---~. ==-------
an experience \yith a gunner shooting at ineffective 
range. There "'as an ave rage of 1.8 shot pellcts per 
wounded bird. 

From the data obta ined with t hese hYO source!'­
birds killed by hunte rs and live-trapped duck" carry ­
ing wounds- t he only con elusion one can dra \y is th at 
th e margin \yhich determines whether a bird hit with 
one or two shot pell ets is b[lgged or lost as a cripple i ~ 

Yery nano\\· . The loca tion of the \\'ound undoubtedly 
determine::: the fat e of t he duck as \yell as the force of 
t he pellets which diminishe::-: with the distance between 
t he gunner and the target. 

A large number of duck" arc in thi" marginal group 
whi ch presents furth er evidenre that too many hunter" 
shoot careless ly or usc poor judgment in firing a t 
ducks beyond the effective range of their guns. Thr 
[ldvertisements of the new "umpty-power" sporting 
loads developed in recent years are doubtlessly re­
sponsible for the exaggera ted idea among many shoot­
ers as to the increased range of their new loads. This 
has led to reckless firing a t impossible ranges and also 
accounts for a large percentage of birds that escape 
wounded often to peri sh la ter or to become victims of 
the· cold or of predators. 

In addition to conserving game a sound knowledge 
of t he effertiye range of a shotgun and <,ane, clea r­
headed judgment in estim ating distance" has another 
and timely angle fo r t he hunter this year. Wartime 
res trictions on t he ma nu fac ture of ammunition for 
civilians requires duck hunters to be extremely con­
C:C1'Yative \yith the usc of available shotgun shells. 
Eycn in normal times it is urgent that each hunter giye 
c:crious consideration to t he type of gun , size of shot , 
and effective range of his favorite gun used for hunt- . 
ing. Now hunters are \yithout this choice. Th ere is 
no supply of new guns and hunters must be content 
with whatever sizes of shot and powder charge th ey 
can locate. Consequent ly a lot of shotgun loads en-

-
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30 inch circles 

CH.~RT t:lHOWIX(; '1"1-11-; HYPOTHETICAL NUMB~;H OF EFFECTlVE SHOT IX ,\ 30-I:'\CH C IHC'LE AT VARlOT"S DrSTA:-<CES 

Gaugf' of Gun 
Kind of Shot (Full Choke) 

::\ o. 6 C'hiiJPCl. ........ . 410 
::\0. 6 ch illed .. . ___ . .. ... .. . . . . .. .. .. .. . . . . ... .. 20 
::\0. 6 ch illed .. . . . . . . .. . 
:\0 . 6 chill ed . 

tirely unsuited to the sport are going to be used. 

16 
12 

Look at it this way. A shotgun to kill effectively 
must deliver a good number of shot on the target and 
possess penetration enough so that the shot will get at 
:1 vital spot. 

Accordingly, the fine sizes of shot give the best pat ­
tern, but poorer penetration. Coarse shot gives good 
penetration and a poor pattern. Somewhere in this 
range of shot size there must be a "happy" medium 
\\"here the hunter can get the most out of his gun and 
loads. 

Normally size 6 chilled shot is best in the 12-gauge 
and 16-gauge guns, and 7V2 chilled is the best for the 
20-gauge. Shot finer than 6 chilled in the 12-gauge 
fails to produce the maximum hitting power at the 
IOllger ranges because of lack of penetration although 
the density of the pattern would be improved by the 
u::-:e of the finer :::hot \\"hich, however, would lack pene­
tration. 

The be:::t load \\"on 't always be available; so ad­
ju;::tments must be made by each hunter. 

Large shot \\"ill make kills sometime::: at greater c!is­
tances than the maximum range, but don 't be mi:::]ed 
into believing that it can be done consistently. The 
law of averages is against you. 

Small shot at best are good for short di:::tances and 
should never be u:::ed at the maximum range of a given 
gun. 

Assuming that a full choke 12-gauge with a maxi­
mum 6 chi lled load will kill at 60 yards; then the fu ll 

Kurnlwr of 
XllllIhf'1' of XUlllhf'1' of Shot in 

0". of ,;hot S hot in Cirdr ~hot in C ircle Circl(' tlt 
Pe .. Shel l at -to Ynrd:o; at 50 Yards fiO Yanl:-; 

!%. 125 75 50 
167 100 67 

1 'Y-< 189 113 75 
1% 209 134 93 

choke 16-gauge ,\"ith its best load will kill at 55, and 
:1 full choke 20-gauge and its best load will be effective 
at 50 yards. Modified and cylinder chokes are effec­
tive at shorter ranges not because of penetration but 
because of the thin pattern of shot thrown. 

The always unpopul ar "sky shooters" wi ll be defi­
nitely more unpopular tllfln ever among real wild­
fowlers this coming season . They not only waste am­
munition but also destroy the rea l hunter's chance of 
shooting a bird in range. 

The accompanying chart may be helpful to alert­
sportsmanlike hunters and serve as a guide in esti­
mating the effective range of their guns. 

Using the heavy loads of No.6 chilled shot in a full 
choke gun the hunter will find the effective shot at 40 
yards ·in a 30-inch circle is 75 percent to 80 percent of 
the shot discharged. 

It is commonly estimated that approximately 10 
yards in effective killing range can be deducted for 
modified and cylinder bore guns. 

The rapid decrease in numbers of effective shots 
within a 30-inch cirrle beyond 50 yards is obvious. 
This together \yith the loss of penetrating force of the 
shot is offered as evidence that shooting at birds be­
yond 50 yards is a ri sky shot. 

Guessing distances of 40 ?ards and then pacing it 
off is recommended to improve your judgment as to 
distances. It is a common procedure for wildfowling 
guides and experienced hunters to place a decoy or 
other marker at a safe killing range from the blind as 
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a convenience in helping in judging distances. Com­
parable distances of approaching birds may be quickly 
visualized. This simple method is recommended as 
a help for all waterfowl hunters. 

Knowing your gun, accuracy in judgment of dis­
tance, and sure marksmanship contribute to a clean 
kill which in turn saves ammunition and prevents a 
waste of game and food~tuffs yitally needed during 
this war-time emergClw:v.-HERBERT MILLER, A1ichi­
gan Conservation. 

Game Farms 
The three state game farms, two engaged in the 

propagation of Bob White Quail exclusively and t he 
third to the production of ring-necked pheasants and 
chukar partridges, reached the quotas set for them by 
the Commission for 1943. early 14,000 pheasants 
were sent from the Meade Game Farm to selected 
areas in the west and northeastern parts of the state. 
An equal number of quail were sent to all sections of 
the state from the bvo quail farms. 

The records for 1943 were not as large as the bird 
production records of 1942 but this was due to the 
fact that the Commission, because of a favorable game 
condition as a whole, authorized the game farm super­
intendents to cut down on the production of birds. 
The number of birds that these farms will produce 
during the forthcoming year will depend largely on 
general game field conditions, labor and to our ability 
to acquire essentia l machinery and materials. 

New Laws 
The legislature of 1943 made many changes in the 

state's old and out-moded fish and game laws, the 
most notable revision being that one which authorized 
the Fish and Game Commission to set seasons and 
establish bag and creel limits and to make whatever 
other regulations were deemed necessary to protect 
the propagate fish and game. That was an important 
piece of legislation and one that enables the Commis­
sion to enact regUlatory measures in accordance with 
the known abundance and distribution of game. 

One of the other laws was the reciprocal license fee 
la IV. Under that law K ansas charges the residents of 
other states a non-resident license fee equal to that 
other states charge Kansans. The laws of Kansas as 
they are now written will be beneficial to the Commis­
sion in exercising its official functions. 

Further changes in the law are needed and such 
changes will be made a part of the Commission's leg­
islative program of 1945. 

The meadow lark is the state bird of Kansas. 

TO KEEP THE RECORD STRAIGHT 
"OLE DAVE" JOTS IT DOWN 

This month we intend to devote much of this issue of 
KANSAS FISH AND GAME to a review of the highlights 
of 1943. Verbiage has been curtailed and figures shun­
ned entirely as both are uninteresting except in small 
quantities. 

A complete report of all of our activities and ac­
complishments of the past year, together with a finan­
cial statement, will appear in more detailed form, 
and from the pens of others, in the next official and 
formal report of the Forestry, Fish and Game Com­
mission. 

The south'ward flight of migratory waterfowl from 
the northern breeding grounds was very large. The 
flight through K ansas during 1943, however, was not 
timed to our open season. Because of prevailing 
\\"eather conditions here in western Kansas where duck 
hunting is normally good, we had but one or two days 
of the flight. Consequently few birds were taken by 
local sportsmen during the season. 

We console ourselves in the thought that there was 
a big increase iIi migratory waterfowl of all kinds and 
look forward to a real good hunting season in 1944. 

Because of the tremendous demand for furs of all 
kinds the current trapping season has been profitable 
to Kansas trappers. The principal fur producers, 
muskrats, racoon, skunk and mink, are netting hand­
some profits despite the fact that cold weather has 
seriously hampered trapping operations. 

The present market price on number one pelts are 
as follows: Muskrat, $3.40; skunk, $3.00 to $4.00; 
mink, $17.00; racoon, $6.75; coyote for the first time 
in many years are quoted at $12.00; badger, $7.00; red 
fox, $17.00; large number one beaver pelts, $40 .00; and 
rabbit skins, 80 cents per pound. 

Early reports filed by trappers indicate that many 
pelts of all classes have been marketed this year. 

At the beginning of 1943 conditions suggested that 
it would be necessa.ry to curta il expenses and abandon 
many of our projects because of a possible drop in 
operating revenues. The expected decrease in license 
sa les was not serious and we continued our work in the 
betterment of fish and game without serious inconven­
ience. As a matter of fact, unexpected income accrued 
to the Commission through the sale of CCC Camp 
buildings then located at the Meade, Nemaha, Sheri­
den and Crawford County State Parks which were 
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turned over to the Commission by the operating agen­
cies. A number of the parks thus acquired were re­
tained at the parks for the use and comfort of park 
visitors; others were sold at high bid to near-by farm­
ers who expressed an urgent need for such structures 
to carryon their farming operations. 

A detailed finan cial statement of our receipts and 
expenditures for 1943 will appear in the Commission's 
T enth Biennial R eport soon to be published. 

Governor Andrew F. Schoeppel re-appointed as 
members of the Commission during the year 1943, 
Charles H. Hassig of Kansas City and Harry F. 
"Swede" Lutz of Sharon Springs, terms of office ex­
piring December 31, 1944. 

The present-day ,"upply of game in Kansas is very 
large. Many of the game-wise old-timers have ap­
praised the largest of a ll time. We do not propose to 
discuss here relative sizes and values. A comparison 
of the game crop is a matter of opinion and a possible 
source of argument. We wish only to call to your at­
tention the matter of conserving and protecting that 
which we have. With that thought in mind we refer 
you to an article entitled "Improvement of Wild-life 
Conditions" which appears elsewhere in this issue of 
KANSAS FISH AND GAME. The article, interestingly 
written by a competent authority, suggests plans for 
not only maintaining a creditable supply of game in a 
definite area but also increasing that supply. If you 
are the type of sportsman interested only in longer 
seasons, larger bag limits, and easier shooting, drop 
back on your davenport as this article is not intended 
for you. But it should be read carefully and its sug­
gestions followed by that class of hunters interested 
in assuring themselves of continued good hunting in 
the years to come. 

During t he past four years " 'e have witnessed a 
gratifying increase in the state's supply of game birds 
and game animals. That increase resulted largely 
from the efforts of far-sighted sportsmen and the work 
of the Forestry, Fish, and Game Commission in im­
proving the general game field conditions. That work 
should be continued during 1944. May we suggest 
that the improvement of game fields as a principal 
project of sportsmen's a,"sociations for 1944? The 
Commission stands ready to give you whatever tech­
nical assistance and advice you may require. 

The Clark County State Lake near Ashland was 
formally opened to fishing for the first time on May 8, 
1943. District Game Protectors reported that anglers 
from 53 counties and four states were on hand at 

promising fishing holes many hours before the time set 
for the formal opening ceremonies. The virgin waters 
of this well -stocked lake surrendered fish in legal 
quantities to everyone with hook and line. 

In this connection we might add that during the 
year the roadways leading to the lake were greatly 
improved by the eommission in preparation for the 
large crowds that will fi sh this lake in 1944. 

The writer of this column shoots No.6 chilled shots 
in a .12 gauge, full choke shotgun with unpredictable 
result;;; . That gun has caused me many embarrassing 
moments and companion ridicule when the targets 
sailed away undisturbed by the charge of shot I 
thought I had put into them. 

Elsewhere in this issue of Kansas Fish and Game 
we are re-printing a timely article in regard to my gun 
and my shell8. I know that I am not alone in my 
troubles and for that reason the article is reprinted for 
the information of kindred spirits. 

Lake Improvement 
During the year 1943 the Commission improved the 

fi shing potentia Ii ties of several of the state lakes by 
taking therefrom earp, buffalo, and other so-called 
" rough " fi sh. Many tons of fish were taken from the 
Neosho, Miami, and Finney county state lakes. That 
action not only brought about the desired result of 
improving fi shing conditions but a lso proved to be a 
profitable venture for the Commission. Kansas ang­
lers , it would appear, are reluctant to catch carp, 
buffalo, and other fish of that class; but they certainly 
have no aversion to eating them. The sale of fish to 
lake8ide buyers and city markets netted the state a 
nice profit. 

Other state lakes will be given similar treatment 
during the year 1944. 

Fish 
The propagation and distribution of fish continued 

through the year 1943 despite draft board require ­
ments and transportation problems. 

In accordance with the expressed "'ish of the Fish 
and Game Commission fish rai sed at the Pratt Hatch ­
ery ,yere distributed first to state lakes and public 
waters where the general public is permitted to fish 
without further cost to them. After this requirement 
of the Commission was complied with, fish in limited 
quantities were given to operators of private ponds. 

Although the totRl number of fish produced and dis­
tributed by the Pratt Hatchery is not at this time defi­
nitely known, we fee1 very sure that the record is equal 
to that of more normal year~. 
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ARRESTS IN NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER, 1943 
DEFENDANT 

Jim Howe ...... ....... . 
Noah Frederick .. . 
Harold M. Heth.. . ... . . .... . 
O. H. Kemp..... . . ... . . . . .. . 
H. L. Purdy.... . ....... . 
C. R. Trembly . ........ . . . 
R. R. Cooper .. ..... ..... . . . .. . .. . . . . 
Milton J. H etze l ....... . . . 
L. J. Runkle .. . 
1. L. Langley . . . 
G. M. Taylor .. ......... .. ..... .. . 
R. J. Erbert .. . 
Lee Hale .......... . . . 
Paul Ruby ... . 
Oral Hedrick Jr 
C". O. Brumb~ck" . 
Loren Hedstrom . . 
Irwin Johnson .......... . 
Frank Marshall Anderson .. . 
Man in Ne lson .. 
Burle Mannis . 

E. F . Ramsey. 

Lester Drake . 

A. Pauley... ... . . .... . . ... . ... . 
John Jensen. . . .. . ... . . . 
Lloyd Green .......... . .. .. . .. .. . 
Ornd Jones 

Millard Hill 

Ernest Walz . ....... . . 
Julius Fischer ...... . .. . 
Ah'in George ...... . .. . . . ... . . . . 
John Lucieus .. 
John A. K ing ... .... . . . . 
Todd . . .. . . ... . 
Walter James Ford ... ........... .. . 
W. H. Calderwood. 

Dick Oliver ... 

Sam "Tampler ........ . . 
Art 'Watkins .. 
Lt. C . .T. Ryan ....... ... . . 
E lzie Gordon .. 
W. E. Newman .. . 
Theo. Gnmdle .. . 
Floyd Hazelwood . 
S . J Cejda.... . . .. . . . ... . 
Sgt. H. C. McKenzie. . . ..... . .. . 
Glenn Grout . .Tr ............ . ..... . . . .. . 
C. B. Cottrell. . . . ..... . . .. .. .. . 
S. C. Shaney .... ......... . . 
E. F. Dungan. . . . . . ... . . . . . 
Robert Turner .. . ... ... . .. .. . .. . 
Gerald Casper ........ . . 
Irnm B ivins .. . ... . . . . 
Rex Rigg ... ........ . . . 
Murl Drennan 
John Munson ... .... .. . ... . . 
Rex Rigg .. . 

Jewell Rogers ....... . . 
Scott Medlock ..... . .. . 
O. W. Woodward. . ... .. .. . . . . . 
Ralph Cooper .... . ..... . . . 
John H . Carter ..... . . . . ... . ..... ..... . 
Merle Brenner.. . . . .. . ... .. . . 
C . .T. Bradbury. . ........ . 
William Ralston .. . .. .... . . . . .. .. . 
C . T. Gideen. . . . .. . ... .. . .. ...... . . 
August Dome .. . . .... . . . 
Geo. Burgardt . . .. . . . .. . . . . . 
Casper Degenhardt ........ .. . 
.\ ustin .Tohnson .. 
Rogers Heim 
Paul Gashler • 

CHARGE 

Ill egal hunting .. 
Illegal possession of pheasant ... . 
Illegal hunting . . ........ . 
Shoo ting pheasants in closed season. 
Killing pheasants in closed season ... 
Shooting waterfowl while not on wing ... 
Illegal shooting of pheasants .... . 
Hunting ducks wit hou t license ... . 
Possession of pheasants illegally . 
Illegal possession of pheasants. 
Illegal possession .of pheasants . .... . .. . ... . 
Illegal shooting of pheasants .. . 
Hunting without license . .. 
Trapping out of season. 
Trapping out of season .. . 
Hunting wit hout license ..... .. .. . . . . 
Hunt ing without license ....... .. . 
Hunting without license .. 
Hunting without license .................... . 
H unting without license . . ..... . . . 
Illegal trapping and possession of out-of-

PHOTECTOIl 

J ones, Raln~t"y 
R ickel. Benander 
Rickel 
.T ones, Ramsey ... .... . . 
.Jones, Ramsey .. . 
Rickel 
Dean ...... . . . ... . 
R ickel 
Rickel 
Rickel ................ . .. . 
.Tones, Ramsey, Lacey. 
Jones, Ramsey 
Dean. Carlson . .. . ... . . . . 
Dean ..... 
Andrew, Shay 
Suenl'am 
Benander ......... . . 
Benander 
Rickel 
Benander 

scason fur . . . . . . . . . . . . ,-\ndrcw 
Illegal trapping and possession of fur out of 

season ..... . ....... .. Andrew 
Trapping fur out of seaSOll and possession of 

fur out of season. Andrew. Shav 
Illegal pheasant hunting. . . .Tones, Ramsey ...... . . . 
Possession of fur out of season. . Toburen .. . . 
Ill egal trapping ... . Carpen ter , Toland 
Hunting, killing and possessing pheasants out 

of season . ,. . ... Holmes 
Hunting, killing and possessing phea::ian ts out 

of season .... .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Holme:; 
Hunting pheasants without license. Holmes 
Hunting pheasants without license . Holmes 
Illegal trapping and possession of fur. . Bcnander 
Ill egal trapping . . . . . . . . . . .. . Benander 
Illegal trapping.. . . . . . . . . . . Andrew 
Hunting without li cense . . R ick el 
Illegal possession of fur ... 
Misrepresentation of residence for purpo~e of 

obtaining state hunting license ... 
Misrepresentation of res idence for purpoeoe of 

obtaining: state hunt ing: license ..... . 
Shooting du-cks in closed season ............. . 
Illegal hunting; illegal possession of furs. 
Shooting pheasants out of season .... . 
Possession of fur out of season .. . 
Illegal trapp ing ..................... . 
Illegal trapping and possession of fur. 
Illegal trapping and possession of fur .. 
Shooting pheasants out of season .. .. . 
Shooting pheasants ou t of season .. 
Possession of pheasants ill egally .. . 
Possession and sh ipping of illegal fur ... 
Possession of fish trap .... 
Selling furs out of season .. 
Illegal possession of hoop nets ...... . 
Illegal trapping and possessiori of fur. 
Possession of out-of-season fur. 
Possession of fur out of season .. 
Hunting without license .. 
Hunting withou t license .. . 
Pelts out of season .. ......... . . . 

Trapping out of season ... 
Shooting quail in closed season .. 
Shooting quai l in closed season. . . ... ... . . 
Shooting quail in closl'd season. 
Hunting withou t license .. 
Illegal possession of furs .. 
Hunting without license .......... . 
Illegal possession of squinel .. 
Illegal possession of furs .. .. 
Ice fishing; fishing without license .. 
I ce fishing; fishing without license . 
Ice fishing; fishing without license. 
Illegal possession of furs .. 
Possession of i !legal se ine ... 
Possession of illegal seine . 

Piggott 

Piggott, Kyse r 

Piggott, Kyser ........... . 
Benandcr .. . 
Benander, Coneannon 
Dean .. 
Byrne 
Benander Van Do lsem . 
Benander' ..... 
Benander . 
Dean 
Dean.... . .. 
Toburen, Carlson, Suenram . 
Benander, Ramsey 
Carpenter, Toland 
Golden. Fau lkner 
Benander . .............. . 
Toland, Carpenter 
Carlson, Shay, Suenram .. . 
Carlson , Sucnram , Shay .. . 
Rickel 
Rickel 
Carlson, Suenram, Shay, 

Ramsey 
Bcnander, Ramsey 
Benander ........... . . . 
Benander 
Benandcr .......... . . . 
Byrne .... . 
Toburen, Carl son 
Rickel 
Rickel 
Toburen .. 
.Tones Byrne 
.Tones: Byrne: 
.Tones. Byrne, 
Toburen 
Faulkner 
Faulkn er 

Lacey. 
Laeev . 
Lacey . 

DI SPOSITION 

G uilty 
Guilty 
Guilty 
Gui lty 
Con\'icted 
Conv icted 
Convicted 
Convicted 
Convicted 
Conv icted 
Convicted 
Con victed 
Convicted 
Convicted 
Convicted 
COll\' icted 
COll\·ictcd 
Convicted 
Convicted 
COll\·icted 

Con\' icted 

Con\' icted 

Con\"ieted 
Con\'icted 
Convicted 
Convieted 

Convicted 

COll\ided 
Convicted 
Convicted 
Convicted 
COll\' idee! 
COll\' ic ted 
Convicted 
COll\' icted 

COll\' icted 

Convicted 
Convicted 
Convicted 
Convicted 
Convicted 
Convicted 
Convicted 
Convicted 
Convicted 
Convicted 
Convicted 
Convicted 
Convicted 
Convicted 
Convicted 
Convicted 
Convicted 
Con victed 
Pending 
Pending 

Convicted 
COll\'ieted 
Convicted 
Convicted 
Convicted 
Convicted 
Convicted 
Conv icted 
Convicted 
Convicted 
Convicted 
Convicted 
Convicted 
COll\'icted 
Con\'icted 
Con\'icted 



The 1943-'44 trapping season 

closes January 31. 



KANSAS WILD LIFE AREAS 

1. Butler County State Park 
2. Clark Coun ty State Park 
3. Crawford County State Park No. 1 
4. Crawford County State Park No.2 
5. Decatur County State Park No. 1 
6. Decatur County State Park No.2 
7. Finney County State Park 

8. Kingman County State Park 
9. Leavenworth County State Park 

10. Lyon County State P ark 
11. Meade County State Park 
12. N emaba County State Park 
13. Neosho County State Park 
14. Ottawa County State Park 

15. Pottawatomie County State Park 
16. Republic County State Park 
17. Rooks County State Park 
18. Scott County State Park 
19. Sheridan County State Park 
20. Woodson County State Park 

----_ .. 

.. 


